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OUTDOOR LIFE:  A great 
deal of your popularity, both in 
Russia and in the United States, 
stems from your involvement in 
and enjoyment of the outdoors. 
At what point in your life did you 
first become interested in the 

outdoors? And how has your affec-
tion and appreciation for the out-
doors grown since then?

VLADIMIR PUTIN:
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Nis etum augait nosto 
odolobor irit wisis enis-
mod igniam dunt augait 
doloreet vel ullutpat 
utpate magnim in vendre 
volestrud ming etue faci-
duis nullaortio del eum del 
doluptatum dolortie tatu-
er autat. Rit ulluptatio odo 
deliquam, quam, si. Ent 
acidunt nulpute te exer sit 
alit lummy nulput volut 
nos alisi. sit

OL: Perhaps one of the rea-
sons you are popular 

with American outdoors enthu-
siasts is that you seem not to be 
concerned with “political correct-
ness.” For example, it is highly 
unlikely that President Obama 
(or any past president) would 
ever allow himself to be photo-
graphed holding a scoped hunt-
ing rifle or with his shirt off, hold-
ing a fish he just caught, for fear 
it would offend some people.  
   Do you think the Russian peo-
ple are more open-minded about 
sports such as hunting and fish-
ing, or have Americans just 
become hypersensitive?

VP: 

OL: You recently met with 
other global leaders 

for a “Tiger Summit” where you 
pledged to double the tiger popu-
lation in Asia. What do you think 
will be the most difficult hurdle 
in achieving this goal?

VP: 

OL: It is one of conservation’s 
greatest ironies that 

hunting and hunters can actual-
ly save animals from extinction. 
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More Online: For the full interview, 
visit outdoorlife.com/storyplug

Nis etum augait nosto 
odolobor irit wisis enis-
mod igniam dunt augait 
doloreet vel ullutpat 
utpate magnim in vendre 
volestrud ming etue faci-
duis nullaortio del eum del 
doluptatum dolortie tatu-
er autat. Rit ulluptatio odo 
deliquam, quam, si. Ent aci-
dunt nulpute te exer sit alit 
lummy nulput volut nos 
alisi. sit

I think the best example of that 
would be with the black rhino. By 
the 1990s it was estimated that 
there were only 2,500 black rhi-
nos left in all of Africa. Through 
conservation programs developed 
and run by hunters that number 
increased so much that in 2004 
CITES allowed hunting permits 
for five animals. And those ini-
tial permits cost hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars—money that went 
straight back into rhino conser-
vation. Do you think a program 
such as this could work—in some 
areas—with tigers? 

VP: 

OL: As someone who came 
of age under the Reagan 

Presidency, I have to say that the 
idea of hunting or fishing or even 
visiting Russia someday seemed 
like a farfetched dream. Yet today 
thousands of U.S. citizens travel to 
Russia and vice versa without a sec-
ond thought. More and more of those 
Americans visiting Russia are doing 
so to hunt or fish.What do you feel 
the future holds for American hunt-
ing and fishing tourism in Russia?

VP: 



OL: What would you consider to be 
the best hunting and fishing adven-
tures available in Russia? 
VP: 

OL: As an outdoors writer, I enjoy 
reading a great deal of outdoor litera-
ture. I grew up reading Hemingway, 
Capstick, Ruark, Corbett and a host of 
others. What Russian outdoors writers 
or books would you recommend?
VP: 

OL: If I make it to the Winter 
Olympic Games in 2014, how is the 
fishing in Sochi?
VP:



OL: Back in August, you helped scien-
tists obtain skin samples from a whale 
off Russia’s Pacific Coast by darting 
one with a crossbow. I imagine that 
has to be one of the more incredible 
of your wildlife encounters. 
VP: 

OL: After you successfully darted a 
whale, a reporter asked you if it was 
dangerous. You replied that, “Living 

in general is dangerous.” Do you 
have any comment on that?
VP:

OL: I have written about your out-
door activities for Outdoor Life’s web 
page for several months now. In one 
of my pieces, I stated that, because of 
your work in conservation and given 
the incredible adventures you have 
participated in, you are probably the 
coolest man in politics. Please do not 
be modest; are you the coolest man 
in politics? 
VP:

More Online: For the full interview, 
visit outdoorlife.com/storyplug


